I have not been able to ascertain the precise terms on which these early publications of the Society were offered to the members ; but it is very evident, from the gradual diminution of the numbers printed, that financially their publication was not a success, and had to be abandoned. This is very much to be regretted, for the first three volumes contain very valuable communications; and had the Society been able to continue the publication of the papers read before it in a collected form, it would have conferred more benefit upon its members and the profession generally.
In the able r4sum6 of the work of this Society by a former President, the late Dr P. 1). Handyside, in his Jubilee Chronicon, reference is made to many of the papers contained in these volumes; but it appears to me that it might be both interesting and profitable to the members to know more of the very able communications which were presented to this Society during the early years of its existence, many of these papers written by men whose names will be had in everlasting remembrance. I shall endeavour to give you a brief resume of these early publications. There are in these three volumes 89 original communications, of which fully the half treat of medical subjects, and 17 of surgical subjects. The (1) of the changes connected with the discolouring effect of the sun's rays; (2) of the part of the skin in which the discoloration takes place ; (3) of the cause of the change of colour, and of the manner in which it operates; and, lastly, of the consequences of the discoloration of the skin. A third paper is by Dr C. J. B. Williams, on "Respiration and Animal Heat, with Experiments," from which the author concludes that the change effected on the blood in the lungs consists in the acquisition of oxygen and the loss of carbonic acid. In regard to the power by which this change is produced, the author believed that it arises principally, if not entirely, from a chemical affinity subsisting between the gases and the blood, and that in the process of arterialization the oxygen absorbed displaces the carbonic acid gas from venous blood. A fourth paper is on " Cutaneous The President, in conveying the thanks of the Society to Dr Craig, said that many of the older members knew the three volumes, and thought highly of them. They were occasionally to be picked up at bookstalls, and were well worthy of perusal.
